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SECONDARY ENTHUSIASMS 

Supreme crises make direct appeal to supreme ideals. At other 
times primary enthusiasms go stale. They are a little too remote 
from the day's task. In time of war our country is a present 
reality. In time of peace it is a place to make money. Yet it 
may be just as truly patriotic to build up a nation's business as 
it is to help it win wars. In fact, that may be the way in which 
the genuine patriotism of many people will express itself. But the 
immediate motive for industrial activity is commercial. 

So in the case of the church. We all want to see the Kingdom 
of God brought to pass, but it is harder to arouse enthusiasm 
for the Kingdom of God than for a denomination. 

It is regrettable that primary causes do not always evoke pri- 
mary enthusiasms, but, taking life as it stands, church leaders 
may as well face the inevitable. The wise leader is one who can 
utilize secondary enthusiasms to further primary causes. That 
is the method of the practical idealist. Your radical is interested 
in ideas more than in persons, in reforms more than in folks. He 
denounces such policy as opportunism. But one difficulty with 
radicals is that they assume that human nature is as tractable as 
ideas. Most of their lamentations are to the effect that men are 
not as good as they ought to be because they do not immediately 
put ideals into operation. 

Nothing is easier than to shoot an ideal into the air with the 
hope that it will strike somebody somewhere. But such a method 
is like laying down a barrage where there are no signs of the enemy. 
An artilleryman who wants to save his country must do something 
more than write letters about patriotism. He must aim his gun 
and fire it. That is a secondary duty that may be counted upon 
to further primary ideals. 
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A great many people are engaged in giving the church reform 
by absent treatment. They discuss the shortcomings of the church, 
its failure to touch society, its lamentable educational methods, 
the selfishness of its preachers, and the hypocrisy of its mem- 
bers. They complain that the church has not made the world 
perfect and that Christianity is a failure because it has not pro- 
duced a Christian humanity. 

But they do not go to church. They deal with ideals, but have 
no readiness to teach Sunday-school classes, go to prayer meet- 
ing, listen to sermons, work on committees. They prefer empha- 
sizing primary ideals to being bothered with finding means with 
which to make life a little more like ideals. 

Of course there must be primary enthusiasms. But if we are 
to "hitch our wagon to a star" we must first catch the star and 
put it into harness. That gives dignity to the harness-maker. 

For our part, we charge those who are performing the hum- 
bler tasks of the church not to be discouraged. To get the 
prophet's reward you do not have to be a prophet. You simply 
have to give a cup of cold water to somebody because he is a 
prophet. For even a prophet cannot live long without being 
thirsty. 

Great undertakings are composed of what may seem small 
duties and small undertakings. To go about these with a sense 
of what they are contributing to some great cause is to find new 
dignity in life. It is also to make a secondary enthusiasm the 
embodiment of a primary enthusiasm. 



